ISSN 2413-9998 PunkoBa eKoHOMiKa: cydacHa Teopis i npakTuka ynpaBaiug. Tom 21. Bumn. 3 (52)

UDC 339
DOI: 10.18524/2413-9998.2022.3(52).275815

Iryna Shevchenko,

PhD, Associate Professor,

Doctoral of the Department of International Economics,
Western Ukrainian National University

11, Lvivska St., Ternopil, 46009, Ukraine

e-mail: irina_shev4enko@ukr.net

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8188-3551

METHODOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS
OF THE STUDY OF THE DEVELOPMENT
OF DIGITAL TRADE IN GLOBAL MARKETS

The research is part of a comprehensive perspective aimed at considering
individuals’ social experiences of digital technologies, questioning the implications of the
conditions of empirical research conducted in this context. It is these aspects that lead to
the need to form a methodology for the development of digital trade in global markets.
The growing popularity of evaluative or predictive numerical studies, whose scope and
scale, while attractive and potentially discovery-generating, tend to diminish and de-
nuance the overall complex reality of the subjects under investigation. The research aims
to offer not only a state-of-the-art but also an original perspective on research in a digital
context with the aim of continuing the discussion beyond it. The purpose of this work is
the formation of a research methodology for the development of digital trade in global
markets. The work systematizes the content and components of the research methodology
by revealing the content of the components. Having disclosed the issue of research
methodology, the author has built a research methodology for the development of digital
trade in global markets. The study is aimed at scholars who conduct empirical research in
the humanities and social sciences, as well as those who teach methodology or wish to
improve their knowledge and understanding of methodology through the lens of digital
technologies.

Keywords: digitalization, digital globalization, methodology, technique,
digital economy.

Formulation of the problem. Thanks to the rapid development and
widespread use of digital technologies, the world economy has entered
a new stage of digital globalization. Lowering the cost of exchanging
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information and improving the marketability of traditional services
helps to improve the international division of labor, specialization and
continuous expansion of the value chain. As a new branch of service
trade, digital trade represents the development idea and direction of new
service modes, and plays an important role in promoting the country’s
real economy, national economic growth, adjusting the structure of
industry and trade, enterprise structure, and optimizing scale. While
technological progress is driving the growth of digital commerce, it is
not the only factor. More open and supportive national policies are also
crucial. However, in order to promote the development of the digital
economy and strengthen the protection of intellectual property rights and
privacy, countries continue to strengthen their own oversight. Trade
policy barriers and regulatory measures impede the breadth and depth of
international cooperation in digital trade. In the context of digital
globalization, national policy adjustments are superimposed on the
games of global governance, and digital trade rules have become an
important topic in the management of global trade in digital services,
which affects many fields, such as economy and society, human welfare,
sustainable development, and so on. The formulation of digital trade rules
is relatively lagging behind. Bilateral, multilateral and regional trade
agreements have to some extent filled the vacancies of governance rules,
but also caused the complexity and diversity of digital trade policy
restrictions, showing a fragmented tendency. Thus, with the growth of
influence and the emergence of problematic issues, it is necessary to
study the methodology of the development of digital trade in global
markets.

Analysis of recent research and publications. In the conditions of
digitization of the economy, the issues of digital trade are gaining
special importance in the works of such scientists as: Tamir A. [10],
Luong T., Nguyen D. K. [6], Yue Y. S., Zhao J. H. [11], Chad P. B.,
Petros C. M. [5]. Works devoted to the development of digital trade in
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global markets are found by such scientists as: Meng X., Sun L.,
Wang, H. [7], SunJ. [9], Qi J. Y., Qiang H. J. [8]. It is worth noting that
the study of the development of digital trade in global markets has a
wide range of consideration, but at the same time there are certain
aspects of the use of digital trade tools that cause debatable issues,
which allows for additional research. The analysis of the literature
enabled the author to testify to this, mobilizing a number of mostly
qualitative studies and approaches. In the modern context of massive
data, the study confirms the relevance of qualitative approaches,
focusing, in particular, on the analysis of dense and saturated data (to
understand the emergence of modern social phenomena. The study is
part of a comprehensive perspective aimed at taking into account the
social experience of individuals in connection with digital technologies,
questioning the consequences caused by the conditions of the empirical
research conducted in this context.It is these aspects that prompt the
need to form a methodology for the development of digital commerce
in global markets.

Formulation of the goals of the article (statement of the task).
The growing popularity of evaluative or predictive numerical studies,
whose scope and scale, while attractive and potentially discovery-
generating, tend to diminish and de-nuance the overall complex reality
of the subjects under investigation. The research aims to offer not only
a state-of-the-art but also an original perspective on research in a digital
context with the aim of continuing the discussion beyond it. The
purpose of this work is the formation of a research methodology for the
development of digital trade in global markets.

Presentation of the main research material. The study of digital
trade is a type of scientific research, which is why, in the author’s
opinion, it is appropriate to reveal the main parameters associated with
the characteristics of general methodological approaches, the
relationship between theoretical and empirical knowledge, information
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collection tools and other basic approaches to conducting scientific
research. That is why the disclosure of the methodology, methods, and
technologies of conducting research in the digital trade system is
considered relevant. For a detailed understanding of the need for
research, it is worth paying attention to its methodology.

Methodology — (from the Greek methodos — method, method and
logos — science, knowledge) is a systematic study by observing
scientific practice, the principles on which it is based, and the research
methods used. While research methodology is a scheme of how this
research is conducted. It defines the methods or procedures used to
identify and analyze information about a specific research topic.

Research methodology is a means by which the used methods are
substantiated and valid and reliable research results are obtained. The
research methodology makes it possible to assess the reliability and
validity of the research based on the appropriateness and effectiveness
of the procedures used. There are three main types of research
methodology (Fig. 1).

As can be seen from Fig. 1, the research methodology combines
three components, namely: qualitative research, quantitative
methodology and mixed methods methodology. Qualitative research
involves research conducted using words and textual data. This research
method is usually used in exploratory research, the purpose of which is
to study a research problem that is not clearly defined. This
methodology is useful when trying to understand abstract concepts,
perceptions, body language, thoughts, and even visual data.
Quantitative research is based on measuring and testing numerical data.
Unlike qualitative research, which is more exploratory in nature,
quantitative research is generally used when the research objectives are
confirmatory in nature. Mixed methods methodology combines
qualitative and quantitative methodologies to combine their strengths
and achieve results. Research methodology also determines the
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intellectual positioning of scientists, as the choice of methodological
tools is tied to our epistemological and axiological positions. In this
sense, epistemology and methodology are intrinsically linked: the
epistemological stance sheds light on how the relation to the people and
phenomena under study is viewed, and on the choice of methods used
to collect and analyze data.

Epistemological Axiological
positions positions
Intelligent positioning —> Methodological tools

!

Research methodology

|
v v v
Methodology
of mixed methods

| | }

Combination of qualitative
and quantitative
methodologies

Qualitative research Quantitative methodology

Measurement and testing

Text and Textual Data .
of numerical data

Fig. 1. Content and components of the research methodology
Source: systematized by the author.

Research conducted in a digital context requires a focus on the
emergence of digital terrain and objects in order to adapt existing
methods or create new ones. This allows for the exploration and
explanation of unprecedentedness, originality, innovation, and through
the misunderstandings and mistrust that these methods can cause. The
development of digital technologies is causing major changes — and
equally resistance — in the social sciences and humanities, especially in
terms of access to digital data, the creation of tools adapted to their
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analysis, and the re-composition (re-set) of disciplinary boundaries that
result from this. Research conducted in a digital context requires a focus
on the emergence of digital terrain and objects in order to adapt existing
methods or create new ones. This allows for the exploration and
explanation of unprecedentedness, originality, innovation, and through
the misunderstandings and mistrust that these methods can cause. The
development of digital technologies is causing major changes — and
equally resistance — in the social sciences and humanities, especially in
terms of access to digital data, the creation of tools adapted to their
analysis, and the re-composition (re-set) of disciplinary boundaries that
result from this. The effectiveness of all subsequent measures and ac-
tivities of digital trade as a whole will depend on the correct choice.
Researching and summarizing the scientific achievements of scientists,
as well as taking into account the fact that the directions of research
within the development of digital trade in global markets are the last,
but their number causes confusion in theoretical and practical justifica-
tions. Therefore, in the opinion of the author, it should be taken into
account that during analytical research, the possibility of obtaining
quantitative and qualitative indicators of digital trade evaluation on
global markets must be taken into account. Having revealed the issue
of the research methodology, the author considers it expedient to
achieve the goal of the research to build a research methodology for the
development of digital trade in global markets (Fig. 2).

As can be seen, from Fig. 2, the methodological approach reveals
three dimensions of the methodology — practical, epistemological and
epistemological.

The methodological approach is based on four steps: the first step
provides an explanation of the general methodological approach of the
research. This includes an explanation of the research problem and the
type of data.
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Fig. 2. The theoretical basis of the study of the development
of digital trade in global markets

Source: author’s vision.
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The next step is the description of the research methods and the
selection of theories for the formation of the strategy for the
development of digital trade in global markets, which are used in the
study.

Either method can be fruitful as long as it is part of an empirical
research program that seeks to shed clear light on digital practices,
objects, and fields.

According to the author, four main groups of methods should be used
in the methodical approach to achieve the research goal: traditional
methods, computational methods, virtual methods and digital methods.
These main categories will help map the main approaches by
identifying the potential for methodological innovation related to digital
trade in global markets.

The next step is to choose models and approaches to research the
development of digital commerce in global markets. And the final step
presents the evaluation and justification of the methodological choice
by recognizing the limitations of the weak sides, which are
compensated by the strong sides.

So, the main hypothesis of the current study is presented in the fol-
lowing interpretation: hypothesis (main) — «On the development of dig-
ital trade on global markets as a mechanism for ensuring the develop-
ment of the digital economy, which contributes to the acceleration of
the globalization and integration processes of the economy of Ukraine».
Despite the fact that the processes of globalization contribute to the uni-
fication of national economies into a single world system, they also
standardize the structural elements of economies according to the re-
quirements, the foundation of the development of the digital economy
is provided; a digital ecosystem is being created to ensure sustainable
development, digital trade is being transformed in the public and private
sectors, and conditions are being created for an inclusive digital space.
We should also note that the processes of dynamic global economic
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development determine and substantiate the need for transformation
and modernization of the country’s national development strategy, tak-
ing into account the global market. This situation is caused by the lack
of fundamental research that allows us to fully reveal the deep essence
of the development of digital trade on global markets.

Conclusions from this research and further prospects in this
direction. Thus, the development of digital trade in global markets is
significantly influenced by integration and globalization processes. and
to form a single informational space for communication. The study is
aimed at scholars who conduct empirical research in the humanities and
social sciences, as well as those who teach methodology or wish to
improve their knowledge and understanding of methodology through
the lens of digital technologies.
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METOAOJIOTTYHI OCHOBHA
JOCJAIKEHHA PO3BUTKY HU®POBOI TOPTIBJII
HA I'VIOBAJIBHUX PUHKAX

BuBueHHS IMTaHHS PO3BUTKY IM(POBOI TOPTIBII Ha ITIOOAIBHAX PHHKAX Ma€e

BEJIMKHI CHIEKTP PO3TIILY, e ITPU IIbOMY € OKPEMi aCIIeKT! BUKOPHUCTAHHS IHCTPYMEHTIB
1 (hpoBoi TOPTiBII, SIKi CIPUYNHSIOTH AUCKYCIITHI MMTaHHS, IO Ja€ 3MOTY 3AilICHIOBAaTH
JOaTKOBI JOCTIpKeHHA. JOCHiIKEHHS € YacTHHOI0 KOMIUIEKCHOI MepCIeKTHBH,
CTIPSIMOBAHOI Ha BPaXyBaHHS COLIAIBHOTO JOCBIy OKpPEMHX 0Ci0 y 3B’s13Ky 3 mudpoBuMH
TexHoJNorisAMU. Lle croHykae 10 HeoOXigHOCTI (OpMyBaHHS METOMONOTIl PO3BUTKY
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1(poBoi TOPTIBII Ha ITO0ABHIX PUHKAX. 3pOCTar04a MOMYJIAPHICTh OLIHIOBATBHUX Y1
MPOTHO3HHUX YHCENBHHX JOCIHIKEeHb, MAaCIITA0N Ta MacIITabH AKX, He3BaKal04M HA Te,
0 BOHM NpHBaOJIMBI Ta TIOTCHI[IHHO TEHEPYIOTh BIAKPHUTTSA, MAIOTh TEHJCHIIIIO
3MEHIITYBaTH 3arajibHy CKJIAIHY PEaNbHICTH JOCII/DKYBaHUX MPEIMETIB 1 M030aBiATH ii
HIOAHCIB. JIOCHI/UKCHHS Ma€ Ha MeTi 3allpOIIOHYBaTH OpPUTIHANBHY TOYKY 30py Ha
JOCTI/DKCHHS B IU(POBOMY KOHTEKCTI 3 METOI0 IPOJIOBXKEHHS HUCKycii. Mertoro €
(opMyBaHHSI METOJOJIOTIi JOCHI/KEHHS PO3BHTKY LH(POBOI TOPriBNi HA INIOOAIBHMX
pHHKAax MDIIXOM PO3KPUTTS 3MICTY Ta CKIAQJOBHX METOJOJIOTIi JTOCIHIKEHHS.
JocmimxeHHs: TH(POBOT TOPTIBII € PI3HOBHIOM HayKOBOTO JOCIIKEHHS, caMe TOMY Ha
OyMKy aBTOpa JOIUIBHHUM € PO3KPHTTSA OCHOBHHX IIapaMeTpiB, MOB’SA3aHUX 3
XapaKTEePUCTHKOI0  3arajJbHUX  METONOJOTIYHMX  IAXOMIB, Ha  B3a€EMO3B’SI3KY
TEOPETUYHOT0 W EMIIPHYHOrO 3HaHb, IHCTpyMeHTapiro 30o0py iHdopmamii Ta iHIMX
OCHOBHHIX IiIX0JaX 1O MPOBEJCHHS HAYKOBOTO JOCTIPKeHHA. CaMe TOMY aKTyaJbHHM
BOAYA€ETHCSI PO3KPUTTSI METOIOJIOTI, METO/IIB, TEXHOJOTIH 3MIICHEHHS JTOCITIDKEHHS Y
cucteMi udpoBoi TOpriBimi. Po3KpHUBIIM MUTAHHS METOMOJIOTIT TOCIIKEHHS, aBTOPOM
o0yJOBAHO METOMOJIOTIIO JOCIIKEHHS PO3BUTKY IU(POBOI TOPTIiBII HA INIOOATBHUX
pHHKax. Ha PO3BHTOK HU(POBOI TOPTiBNi Ha INIOOANPHHX PHHKAaX CYTTEBO BILTHBAE
iHTerpaniifHui Ta mIobamizamifHMA mporecH. a (GopMyBaTH €IWHHI iH(MOpMaIiHHII
IpOCTip ANA CHiNKyBaHHS. J[OCHI/UKEHHS CHPSIMOBaHO Ha BYCHHUX, SKi IIPOBOIATH
eMIIPUYHI JOCII/DKCHHS B T'YMaHITAPHUX 1 COLIAJBHUX HayKaX, TaKk i Ha THX, XTO
BHUKJIAJ]a€ METOAOJIOTII0 ab0 Oa’kae BIOCKOHAJIMTH 3HAHHSA Ta PO3YMIHHSA METOJOJIOTII
gepe3 Mpu3My U(PPOBUX TEXHOJIOTIH.

KarouoBi cnoBa: mmdposizamis, mudposa rimobamizamisi, METOIONOTIS,
MeToArKa, MU(PPOBA EKOHOMIKA.
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